West Houston Quilter's Guild
Issue 9

September 2015

Program Notice
Date: Wednesday, September 16,
2015
Time: 6:45 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Where: Bear Creek Community
Center, 3055 Bear Creek Drive,
Houston, Texas 77084

Celeste’s

Communications

Speaker: Maggie Ball
Program: Innovative Quilts,
Traditional Values

Workshop Notice
Date: September 17, 2015

Dear Members,
“We live in a wonderful world that is
full of beauty, charm and adventure.
There is no end to the adventures we
can have if only we seek them with
our eyes open.” – Jawaharal Nehru

Speaker: Maggie Ball
Workshop: Bargello with a Twist
Time: 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM.
Where: QuiltWorks
9431 Jones Road at West Road
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This month I just have to tell you
all about my Alaskan adventure. It
wasn’t a cruise, although a boat and
water was involved. Instead, it was
an expedition. We started from Sitka,
Alaska, visiting the raptor rescue
center and a native American cultural
center that had numerous totem poles
on display. By the time we were set
free to explore Sitka on our own, the
one quilt shop in town had closed
. We did walk through the Russian
Orthodox church, however, before we
headed to the National Geographic
Sea Lion for boarding.
Our ship carried only 62 passengers
and had only three decks. There were
cabins, a lounge, a dining room and
a small sun deck with three exercise
machines. We had six experts in science and nature, a wellness specialist and a videographer. Each day,
the ship would anchor somewhere
in Alaska’s Inside Passage and we
would be transported to shore aboard
Zodiac boats to either hike or kayak.

All hikes were led by one of the
naturalists.
Now that I’ve set the stage, here are
the details of what we saw: eleven
grizzly bears near a waterfall the first
day, sea otters, sea lions and puffins
the next, the majesty of the Tongass
National Forest, including some very
old growth Sitka Spruce trees and
even a wolf. One day our expedition leader altered the plan so we
could experience fifteen or so whales
bubble-feeding in Chatham Strait. On
“President” continued on page 

Board Meetings
Calendar
Any member of the Guild is
welcome to attend our board
meetings, but the Board reserves
the right to hold a closed Executive
Session if needed. Board meetings
are on the first Wednesday of each
month at 6:30 P.M. Following is
the schedule:
October 7 – Café Express, Town
and Country
November 4 – Café Express, Town
and Country
December 2 – Board and
Committee Christmas Party
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President
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Deadline for submitting articles
for the Sew On and Sew On is
the fourth Friday of each month.
Send them directly to Patricia
Cook, Editor, at pcook43@
gmail.com

PROGRAMS
September 16 Maggie Ball
Meal/Trunk Show
October 21
Brenda Henning
		
Meal/Trunk Show
November 18 Jane Hancock
2015 WORKSHOPS
September 17 Maggie Ball
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Innovative Quilts, Traditional Values
Material Girls Bee
The Life and Times of an Accidental
Quilter
OPEN
Quilt Appraisals
Bargello with a Twist

2016 PROGRAMS
Jan 20
Brenda Jeske
“Is Your Quilt Show Ready”
Feb 17
Teresa Duryea Wong
The History of Japanese Quilts
March 16
Rosie McCrady
Redwork Through the Years
April 20
Becky Goldsmith Piece o’ Cake Applique
May 1
Cindy Needham For the Love of Linens
June 15
Nancy Chong
Hawaiian Quilting
July
TBD
August 17
Susan Cleveland
Sept
TBD
October
Guild Workshop for Quilt Show
November 16 Grace Errea
The Value of Value
2016 WORKSHOPS
March 17
Rosie McCrady
Redwork Embroidery Thursday
April 21
Becky Goldsmith tbd
May 19
Cindy Needham Linen Ladies
June 16
Nancy Chong
Applique
August 18
Susan Cleveland Piping Hot Bindings
November 17 Grace Errea
Photo to Art Quilt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Program
Paula Barnes’ quilts were beautiful.
She has spent many years researching stories and quilts from the Civil
War period of our Country’s heritage. Her individual stories for each
quilt were interesting, and I could
imagine each lady working on her
own quilt. Paula said while she uses
the many antique quilts in her collection for her inspiration, she does
not try to copy the quilts exactly,

but adds her own touch. Class was
very well attended with 17 ladies.
We all had fun and got at least one
block completed. Bonnie Blue is an
easy quilt pattern and a good one for
working on an accurate quarter inch
seam. Paula provided additional tips
and tidbits on English Paper Piecing,
making 4-inch Star Blocks and 4inch Dresden Plate Blocks and a fast
way to do half-square triangles.
“Programs” continued on page 
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Maggie Ball is our September 16
speaker. You can find her patterns
and quilts at www.dragonflyquilts.
com. Her presentation is “Innovative
Quilts, Traditional Values.” The
Workshop will be held on Thursday,
September 17 at QuiltWorks, 9431
Jones Road at West Road. Cost is
$35. The supply list is available at
the end of the newsletter and she will
have books available for purchase at
the guild meeting for the pattern. We
currently have 12 spots available. If
you would like to sign up, contact
me. This is our last workshop until
March 2016.
Jane Hancock is our November
speaker and needs a Bee to take her
to dinner. If your Bee has not participated in a dinner this year and is
interested, send Debbie Adami an
email. Dinner is at 4:00 pm at Los
Cucos on Clay Road just west of
Highway 6.

Retreats
The 2015 retreat season will be completed after the September Smithville
Retreat. The 2016 Retreat schedule is
currently under construction.
Happy Quilting,
~ Debbie Adami
Second Vice President Programs and Workshops
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September Birthdays
Sep 02
Sep 02
Sep 02
Sep 05
Sep 07
Sep 08
Sep 15
Sep 15

Debbie Adami
Nita Beard
Christine Friesen
Janis Vasut
Barbara Wenker
Carrol Stewart
Susan Cudnik
Judith Habermacher

Sep 17
Sep 18
Sep 24
Sep 24
Sep 26
Sep 30

Laurie Nigrelli
Lynda Morse
Patty Junkins
Robyn Ott
Shirley Birdsall
Karen Branham

Please bring a door prize.

Comfort Quilters / Community Service
Have you turned in a comfort quilt or
Linus quilt this year? If not, remember you can pick up a kit from the
Comfort Quilters table at each guild
meeting. Everything you need to
make a quilt is in the kit—all you
have to provide is love and batting.
Remember, as part of being a member of the West Houston Quilter’s
Guild, we are asked to make at least
2 quilts—1 for Linus and 1 for an
adult in a nursing home. Pick up a kit
and complete your quilt.
At the August guild meeting, the following items were turned in: 2 dresses, 5 Linus quilts, 1 crocheted quilt, 2
fleece quilts, 1 preemie, 1 adult quilt
plus 1 crocheted quilt, 53 Christmas
stockings, 3 cancer caps and 50 pediatric IV covers. Stocking kits will

be available at the September guild
meeting—each kit makes 8 stockings.
Thanks to the generous donation of
several bolts of flannel from Betty
Baker, the Comfort Quilters have
made 23 quilts for Linus. As soon
as we can cut more yardage, we will
make more quilts. Thanks, Betty.
Are you free on Tuesday mornings?
If so, why not join a fun group of
ladies as we make quilts and put
together kits for quilts. We meet each
Tuesday from 8:30 until noon at the
Kroger on Hwy. 6, located between
529 and W. Little York Road. Come
join us any Tuesday.
~ Connie Bihner and Nita Beard
Charitable Projects Co-Chairmen
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Thursday morning at 3 AM, we were
awakened by a PA announcement
that the Aurora Borealis was putting on a great show, so we threw on
some clothes and traipsed up to the
bow to watch. WOW!
The boat paid a visit to Glacier Bay
National Park, where we watch three
glaciers calving (dropping large
chunks of ice). Even more spectacular, however, was South Sawyer
Glacier down Tracy Arm (very narrow so large cruise ships don’t go
very far into it). We offloaded onto
the Zodiacs and were within ¼ mile
of the glacier when a huge 20-story
column of ice broke off the center,
dropped into the water, then shot
back up. Spectacular! And this was
just the first week. We did stop at a
small town called Petersburg where I
found a quilt shop (open). I decided
a good souvenir would be their rowby-row kit. It’s various blue fabrics
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with the Big Dipper and North Star
– Alaska’s flag.

the sun – and it was time to start our
long journey home.

After disembarking in Juneau, we
flew to Anchorage, transferred to
another flight and spent the night in
Fairbanks. We stopped at a small visitor area and got a look at the TransAlaska Pipeline. Then it was a long
bus trip to the entrance to Denali
National Park, transfer to a modified
school bus, and a 92-mile ride on that
to the lodge that became our home
for the next week. In Denali we did
more hiking – again with trained
guides – and more eating! Here
everything was in miniature (think
blueberry bushes only 6 inches high).
We saw lots of caribou, moose, more
grizzlies, Dall’s sheep, many kinds of
birds, and even a lynx, which is very
rare to see. On Wednesday evening
the sun finally came out so everyone
left the dinner table to get our first
look at Mt. McKinley in its 20,000
foot, snow-covered glory. We had
one more day of hiking – this time in

We loaded back on the school buses
for our 92 mile ride back to the park
entrance – four hours – and then
boarded the Alaska Railroad for a
seven hour trip back to Anchorage.
I found another quilt store in
Anchorage and bought one of their
row-by-row kits, this one called Run,
Salmon, Run (guess what’s on it?)
One day of flying to get back to
Seattle, then another day to get home
to Houston and our adventure came
to an end. Although the temperature change took a day to get used
to (going from frost to 95 degrees),
we’re now back to normal, refreshed
and ready to tackle the rest of 2015.
I hope you each had a chance for
some travel and/or adventure this
summer. Happy quilting everyone,
~ Celeste Fritz, President

Slate of Candidates for 2016-2017 Term
According to the Guild’s Bylaws, the
Nominating Committee is to present
the slate of officers to the Guild a
minimum of 10 days before the meeting in September. The election will
be held at our October meeting.
The Nominating Committee is very
proud to submit the following slate to
the guild:
President . . . . . . . . . . . Patricia Cook
First Vice President – Membership
 . . . . . . . . . . . Shannon McGaw
Second Vice President – Programs
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chris Friesen
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cathy Beck
Treasurer . . . . . . Dorothy McConnell
Director of Communications
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tina Johnson
Director of Community Service
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Debbie Adami
Director of Ways and Means
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Vacek

This is a very qualified slate.
Pat Cook is currently serving as Treasurer, has served as
Parliamentarian for the past two
Boards, as Newsletter editor for
several terms, and as Quilt Show
Chairman for the past two shows.
Shannon McGaw has served on the
Board for two years as Director of
Communication and has worked on
the Quilt Show. Chris Friesen has
been a long time member of the
guild and has served as Hospitality
Co-Chair for the Quilt Show twice.
Cathy Beck, a long time member of
the Guild, is the current Secretary
and she’s returning for another term.
Dorothy McConnell has served
as Co-Chair of the Hospitality
Committee for the Quilt Show and
on the Audit Committee for the guild.
Tina Johnson is a new Board nominee. She works for BP and has been

located in several overseas assignments in a management position.
Debbie Adami has served as Second
Vice President for Programs on the
current Board and has been the Quilt
Show Vice Chair for the past two
shows. Susan Vacek is a long time
member who has served as Director
of Community Service and has cochaired the Donation Quilt position.
As you can see we have an awesome
group prepared to work for our guild.
The committee wants to thank each
of these members for agreeing to
serve on the new Board of Directors.
I know each member is very grateful
to these members for serving.
The Nominating Committee:
Jean Fleming
Marie Robinson
Sheila Tweed
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Bee News
~ Brenda Taucher, Head Beekeeper

Bits & Pieces
The Bits n’ Pieces bee had their usual
sew-in at Quilt n’ Sew on the 2nd
Wednesday in August. It was also
time for those participating in the
round robin project to pass their bag
again. It will be exciting what the
end result will be when the reveal
occurs in February 2016. Sue also
demonstrated to the group how to
make a pillowcase. In addition, plans
were made for our “Fall” birthday
girls as well as for our Christmas
party. Happy quilting!
Beekeeper: Sue Humble
Submitted by: Lillie Hays

Cut-Ups
Many of our members (yours truly
included) were traveling or hosting
out-of-town company during August,
so attendance at bee was kind of
light. It will be good to settle back
into our regular routine in September.
We have been making decisions,
however. We are currently considering a couple of patterns to make a
quilt for donation to the silent auction
at our next quilt show. We’ve also
agreed on a group challenge, based
on candy. The group has also started
making plans for our bee Christmas
party. Of course, we still have our
fall birthday lunch to look forward
to. Several of our members attended
Paula Barnes’ workshop and reported
that it was excellent. A future road
trip has also been discussed. Lots to
do in the upcoming months!
Beekeeper: Celeste Fritz

Happy Hoopers
We are looking for a couple of new
bee members. We are a diverse
group ranging in age from under 50
to over 80 and representing all skill
levels and many styles of quilting.

We meet at Quilt and Sew in Katy
on Tuesdays 1:00-3:00. Come and
check us out. Attendance at our meetings has had its summer lull, but
several people have turned in their
charity quilt blocks and everyone has
projects in various stages of development.
Beekeeper: Sallye Hodge

Katy Rotary Club
Summer vacations are over for most
of our members, and we are glad to
be back in the swing of bee things.
We had our birthday lunch for those
whose birthdays are in the second
half of the year at the Salt Grass
Steak House. It was so good to see
Pamela and Lauren there. A grand
time was had by all.
At our sew-in in September, we’ll
draw our fat quarters for this year’s
challenge—holiday quilts using the
fat quarter we’ve drawn as the theme.
This will be a fun project and we’re
all looking forward to it.
Our charity quilt is completed and
we’ll be showing it at the September
meeting before we turn it in to the
Comfort Quilters. We really enjoyed
making this quilt and know it will
be enjoyed by the lucky child who
receives it.
Beekeeper: Patricia Cook

Ladies of the Night
The Ladies are back from vacation
and getting some of their UFO’s
done. Gale finished a quilt for her
husband Jerry using valentine fabric and a quilt from an exchange
several years ago. Sheila finished a
wall hanging designed by her buddy
Edyta Sitar and another quilt that she
quilted herself. The quilt was quilted
very closely and Sheila said it could

stand up by itself. Barbara W finished a charity quilt and a quilt for a
grandson. Cindy finished two quilts
one was for her daughter. The fabrics
were picked to go with her dining
room chairs and the other is a charity
quilt. Debbie finished a quilt made
with 30’s fabrics from a buck a block
from 2004.
The Ladies are planning a retreat at
Cindy’s house for early October.
Beekeeper: Debbie Huebel

Thimblelinas
The Thimblelinas have been busy
working on their own projects during
our monthly sew-in meetings. Five of
our members attended Paula Barnes’
workshop in August. We enjoyed
learning all kinds of helpful tips/hints
while making our blocks.
Since Blue Bell ice cream is scheduled to hit the Houston stores by
August 31, I asked each member to
email me in secret what top 10 flavors they thought would hit the store
shelves first! It will be fun to see
who the winner will be and how we
will celebrate this fun game!
Happy quilting!
Beekeeper: Lillie Hays

Thursday Night Bee
Everyone is looking forward to the
September bee meeting when we
celebrate our 3rd quarter birthdays—
Gail Snyder, Gale Davis, Mariet
Nieskens and Nita Beard. Since
Mariet is in California, we will read
her cards, look at her fat quarters and
then reseal them and send them on
their way to her. Cake and ice cream
are always appropriate for a birthday
“Bees” continued on page 
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Community Service
Thank you to all the Members who
have responded so quickly to the
need to restock the disaster quilts
supply. To date the number has
increased from 2 in June to 18 in
August (that includes the two quilts
received at the August meeting from
Tryce Beadle and Joy Denk - thank
you, Ladies!). If you are interested
in contributing a quilt to the disaster quilts supply, please be aware
that ALL bed sizes are needed and
MUCH appreciated.

support the “Quilter’s Bee” booth
(promised a much better location
this year). YOU DO NOT NEED TO
KNOW HOW TO HAND QUILT
IN ORDER TO WORK A SHIFT.
The whole purpose of the traditional
“quilting bee” is to quilt together and
enjoy the community of other quilters. If you know how to hand quilt,
great! You can help others learn. If
you do not know how to hand quilt,
then help with conversation and be
part of the “community.”

Friendly reminder that your next
UFO “turn-in” is the September
meeting. As a refresher, please read
the rules of the challenge on page
five of the April newsletter (required
form is also included in the April
newsletter). If you haven’t already,
you MUST turn in your challenge
form to me BEFORE the September
meeting begins. All participants
MUST check in before the meeting.
If you do not recall which UFOs
you “registered” for the Challenge,
feel free to email me (jkmquilting@
gmail.com). The “reward” for the
September turn-in is ready and awaiting its new home……..

The perks of your participation
include: for each day that you work
a shift, your admission to Festival
is complimentary. For participation
totaling six (6) hours or more, you
will receive “Priority” enrollment
for NEXT YEAR’s Festival. Priority
enrollment means that on the day
your enrollment is received by IQA
your paperwork will be processed
BEFORE all non-priority enrollment
materials received that same day.
Note: you will receive your Festival
materials one week prior to the general mailing so you have extra time
to get your paperwork completed and
submitted. Thank you to everyone
signing up for shifts at the August
meeting. For convenience, the
Festival booth shifts are:

Lastly, we are gearing up for Festival
in October (it will be here before
we know it). The Guild will again

“Bees” from page 

party and this party was no exception.
But before the revelry, we had to
have Show and Tell and receive the
hour glass blocks we were exchanging. There was a huge variety of fabrics—many colors, different motifs—
bugs, flowers, geometrics, dramatic
combinations; you name it and there
was a block to fit the description.

•

Wednesday, October 28th - 4:45
p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (need one person) / 7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
(need two workers)

•

Thursday, October 29th - 9:45
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. / 12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. / 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
/ 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. (all shifts
available)

•

Friday, October 30th - 9:45 a.m.
- 12:30 p.m. / 12:30 p.m. - 3:00
p.m. / 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. / 5:00
p.m. - 7:00 p.m. (all shifts available)

•

Saturday, October 31st - 9:45 a.m.
- 12:30 p.m. / 12:30 p.m. - 3:00
p.m. / 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. / 5:00
p.m. - 7:00 p.m. (all shifts available)

•

Sunday, November 1st - 9:45 a.m.
- 12:30 p.m. (need one person) /
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (need one
person) / 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Happy quilting and looking forward
to seeing beautiful challenge projects
in September!
~ Jan Mathews
Director of Community Service

We all enjoyed looking at our blocks
and discussing how we were going
to put them together. Maybe you will
see one of our quilts at guild in the
future.

let you know in the October newsletter what took place that we can tell.
Until then, keep sewing at least a few
stitches every day and before long,
the project is completed.

Several of us are also planning what
we are going to be working on at
retreat—coming up in a couple of
weeks. Retreats are always lots of
fun—we sew, we laugh, we eat (boy,
do we eat) and make many beautiful
quilts before the retreat is over. I will

Beekeeper: Nita Beard
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Maggie Ball – maggie.quilter@gmail.com
Dragonfly Quilts – www.dragonflyquilts.com
(206) 780-1437

“Bargello
Quilts with a Twist” Quilt Supply List
Bargello Quilts with a Twist – Supplies list
Basic sewing supplies (including thread, pins, scissors and seam ripper)
Sewing machine in good working order
Extension cord
Iron and small ironing board (unless provided by workshop host)
Rotary cutter, mat, and ruler (6” x 24” Omnigrid recommended)
Batting for work-wall (36” x 36” is large enough)
Notebook, pencil and colored pencils

September 17, 2015
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
QuiltWorks
9431 Jones Road at West Road
Houston, TX 77065

Book – Bargello Quilts with a Twist by Maggie Ball (Krause Publications, 2008).
Books available for purchase from Maggie at class and through store on website.
Fabric quantities are those needed to make the 16 blocks that we’ll work on during the workshop.
Finished 16-block quilt with borders is approximately 36” x 36”. If you’d like to make a bigger
quilt with 36, or 64 blocks, or you are taking this class for 2 or more days, you’ll need additional
fabric…
 8-10 fabrics – ⅓ and ½ yard pieces. Include a wide range of values from light to dark. A variety
of print scales is also good. If you have trouble choosing, start with a multicolored theme print
and add fabrics to go with it. Try to avoid a completely monochromatic selection.
Option – select a project from the book and substitute your own fabric choices. Fabric requirements for
the projects are listed in the book.
Any questions? You may e-mail or call Maggie.
Check the Gallery of Bargello quilts on the website to see many examples of this technique

Upcoming Quilt Shows
Golden Needles Quilt Guild of Montgomery County,
Texas, “Quilty Pleasures” Quilt Show & Live Auction
September 18-19, 2015
Lone Star Convention Center
Conroe, Texas

Johnson City Quilters Guild, “Seasons in the Hill
Country” Quilt Show
September 19, 2015
Hoppe Room - Blanco County Courthouse Annex,
Johnson City, Texas

Trinity Valley Quilt Guild,
“Sew Many Favorites”
September 18-19, 2015
Will Rogers Convention Center, Fort Worth

Greater San Antonio Quilt Guild, “Star Gazing” Quilt
Show
September 25-28, 2015
San Antonio Event Center, San Antonio

Maggie Ball © 2012, Dragonfly Quilts
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QuiltWorks
9431 Jones Road at West Road
Houston, TX 77065
281-890-3550
New Store Hours










QuiltWorks is the premier quilt shop in
Cypress, Texas. Choose from over 4,000 bolts
of fabric. We are a Pfaff Supreme dealer.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday - 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Thursday - 9:00 am-7:00 pm
Friday - 9:00 am-9:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am-4:00 pm








Randall’s Good Neighbor
Program

Sew On and Sew On is the official
publication of The West Houston
Quilter's Guild.
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713-816-9373
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Here is how you link your Randall’s card to West
Houston Quilter’s Guild. This is the store’s Good
Neighbor program. Go to the customer service
counter at your local store and ask that your card be
linked to the number 11950. The guild will receive
a percentage of the groceries and pharmacy items
purchased for cards attached to number 11950.
Remember the West Houston Quilter’s Guild number
is 11950.

Amazon Smile
Did you know that you can support your Guild simply
by shopping on Amazon? Go to the Guild’s Web site
and click on the orange button at the bottom of home
the page. This will link your account to the Guild’s
Smile account and a percentage of your purchase
will go to the Guild. How
simple is that! Note that
you’ll have to go to that
link each time you purchase from Amazon.

